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CIRCUIT-BOOK

VALENTIN THE MECHANIC
by Laurent Moreau

Valentin works in a factory that makes small cars. As he is
repairing a machine, Valentin drops his monkey wrench
onto the production line conveyor belt and it is carried
away. Valentin, with the reader on his tail, sets out to grab
it back, but everything goes topsy turvy – the machines go
haywire, the factory transmogrifies. Like Charlie Chaplin in
Modern Times, borne along by the conveyor belt, Valentine
has to brave the wheelworks of the factory. Finally, cove-
red in paint, he has to master the commands of a vast
control screen. 
This latest “Circuit-book” takes readers into the heart of
the factory where machines, robots and piping suddenly
come to life with their own poetry.

25.5 x 32 cm • 16 pages • cardboard • rounded corners • 14 ¤ • 
2 years + 

14 € TTC France

ISBN : 978-2-7427-8910-8

9:HSMHOC=\]^VU]:
Éditorial : Laure Dufresne
Direction artistique : Guillaume Berga
© Actes Sud, 2010 - Dép. lég. : novembre 2009
Loi 49-956 du 16 juillet 1949 sur les publications destinées à la jeunesse.
Reproduit et achevé d’imprimer par Sachsendruck (imprimé en Allemagne).

Valentin le mécanicien
vient de laisser tomber sa clé à molette
sur la chaîne de fabrication de l’usine.
Soudain, les machines s’emballent…
Valentin doit vite retrouver sa clé,
aide-le à choisir le bon chemin !

Découvre sept grands 
plateaux de jeu.

Suis l’histoire avec ton doigt 
et guide le héros dans son aventure !
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Dans l'usine qui fabriq
ue des petites voiture

s, 

Valentin le mécanicien
 s’occupe de l’entretien

 des machines. 

Ce matin, il a été appe
lé très tôt pour une r

éparation 

d’urgence. Mais il est 
mal réveillé. 

Et… Zut ! Quel maladroit 
! 

Valentin vient de laiss
er tomber sa clé à mo

lette !

Faute de réparation, 
la machine s'emballe…

 

Il doit vite retrouver 
sa clé !

newseries

new
series
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“CROCOLOU”
by Ophélie Texier

Born to a mummy crocodile and a daddy wolf, Crocolou is younger
children’s special "snap-happy” hero.

Hardback • 32 pages • 19.3 x 14 cm • 7.50 ¤ • 2 years +

CROCOLOU LOVES COOKING
Crocolou slips on his chef’s hat and apron because he has decided to
cook, on his own! He takes a huge bowl and pours in the flour but it
goes everywhere. Then it’s time to break the eggs, which is never easy,
but with a little help from his Mum he turns out his first ever chocolate
cake. And, boy, is he proud!

CROCOLOU LOVES HIS DOG
There’s a new member in the family! Crocolou and Marilou are very ex-
cited by their new dog. Crocolou learns how to take care of him pro-
perly. But like all young pups, Loulou can’t help getting up to mischief. 

CROCOLOU LOVES HIS MUM
Crocolou’s Mum leaves work, fetches Crocolou from school and takes
him to the doctor’s, before hurrying home to get him well. She puts
red cream on his spots and then reads him stories and gives him a big
cuddle. When you have chicken pox and you’re feeling poorly, it’s good
to have Mum on hand.

CROCOLOU LOVES BOOKS
Dad’s doing DIY, Marilou is playing noisily with her friends, and Mum’s lis-
tening to the radio turned up very loud. The house is so noisy that Croco-
lou can’t find anywhere calm and peaceful to get some reading done, apart
from the garden shed. Dad comes and finds him, then takes him back to
the house to show him what all the noise was all about. Crocolou now has
bookshelves in his room! Just like grown-ups! 
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PICTURE BOOKS

ACTIVITY BOOKS

THE SLEEPING FIREMAN
Author: Zidrou
Illustrator: David Merveille

The fire station is on alert. But the fireman is fast asleep and won’t
wake up. Pin-Pon, the brave little fire engine takes matters into
his own hands. Pin-Pon dashes all over the place battling forest
fires and floods and rescuing cats in trees. 

2 years + • Hardback • 20 x 20 cm • 32 pages • ¤11

MONSTERS FOR GENERATIONS
Author: Gérald Stehr
Illustrator: Frédéric Stehr

Balthazar has grown up into a handsome monster. His father is
proud of him. Now he is old enough to choose his profession.
However, Balthazar doesn’t want to become an Ego-Monster
like his uncle, a Sacred Monster like his aunt Kali-Calas, or a
Bogeyman like his cousin. Daddy Monster is crestfallen. At the
end of his tether he suggests the example of Balthazar’s grand-
father, a very strange monster, unnatural even, who lives in a
place where flowers grow and the air is delightfully fragrant.
Balthazar is enchanted. What better way to grown up like his
Dad than become a Nice-Monster. In this work the author and
illustrator offer us a bestiary of wild and wonderful monsters,
each with its own stylistic devices and references to art.

6 years + • Hardback • 24.5 x 24.5 cm • 32 pages • ¤15 

RAMBLING NOTEBOOK
Authors: C. Lécullée and I. Peltier-Lécullée
Illustrator: Magali Bardos

Drawing, writing, collage, prints, and plants, this is a work to introduce
younger children to the joys of keeping travel journals. The work tackles
numerous themes involving the five senses, which encourage discovery
and greater freedom of expression. Suitable for all holidays, long and
short, wherever you go. Allows everyone to collect their most precious
souvenirs.

18 x 21 cm • 96 pages • Softback with flaps • Printed in 2 colours • ¤12.90 

SCRIBBLING BOOK
Authors: C. Lécullée and I. Peltier-Lécullée
Illustrator: Magali Bardos

Scribbling is all about pleasure, the pleasure of motion, colour and
technique. Here is a book that provides a complete range of graphics
and designs for all budding artists from 3+. 
Children (and grown-ups) will delight in drawing straight or squiggly
lines, thick or thin, loops or curls, combining colours and creating des-
igns from photos. The activities are easy – they may take one hour or
just one minute to complete, and offer great freedom of expression. 
Printed on three different papers, with illustrations and photographs,
this scribbling book is as delightful as the previous two in the series,
but this time it's in full-colour!

18 x 21 cm • 120 pages • Softback with flaps • Three different papers

THE SACRED PAPYRUS: DISCOVER THE SECRET OF THE  HIEROGLYPHS”
Author: Aude Gros de Beller
Illustrator: Louise Heugel

An old man leaves his son Neferhotep, a sacred papyrus, a gift from the
Pharaoh. Contained in the papyrus are the lives of the gods and the se-
crets of humanity, sacred knowledge that only the initiated have a right to
know. The papyrus evokes the Golden Age, the time when the gods and men
lived together on Earth, for better and for worse. The reader will learn the
mythology of the Egyptian gods through the incredible tales of the Nubian
lioness, Horus’s childhood, Hathor’s rage, the revolt of men and more, and
in the process they will learn to decipher over fifty hieroglyphs. As the book
progresses, the hieroglyphs gradually begin to replace their corresponding
words in the tales. The work is similar to another Actes Sud publication, Un
rêve pour toutes les nuits, featuring Chinese mythology and calligraphy. 

8 years + • 22 x 28 cm • 64 pages •  ¤14

7



LEON, THE DONKEY FROM PROVENCE
Author: Fatche d’Eux 
(Alain Arsac and Jean-François Véran)
Illustrator: Claire Gandini

Leon is friends with everyone in the village, and is always happy to help
them out. But one day, something strange happens: Leon stands in the
middle of the road and refuses to budge. People beg him and plead to
him but nothing works. Whatever is the matter with him?

5 years + • 20.5 x 20.5 cm • 40 pages • ¤23

8 9

“YOU’RE THE INVESTIGATOR”
A new series by Cédric Ramadier and illustrated by Pronto.

Eleven suspects and only one culprit! Three crimes to solve and lots of fun to be had.

age 7 + • Softcover • 15.4 x 19.6 cm • 64 pages • 8.50 ¤

RAPT AT THE OPERA

Who has tried to stop the great diva Maria Mélécasse from perfor-
ming? Who has kidnapped the conductor? Who has ruined Jef As-
setoo’s magnificent stage scenery? What follows is a fascinating
investigation behind the scenes at the opera.

BURGLARY AT THE CIRCUS

Who has sabotaged, the famous human-cannonball’s, act? Who
has played tricks on the magician by tampering with his magic
chest? And who let the elephants out of their enclosure? There is no
such thing as a crime without culprits or a crime without clues! 

newseries

Already published

CD BOOKS

PHOTO-BOOKS
THE WILDLIFE OF HOUSEHOLD PETS
Co-published with Studio Canal +
Photos by Yves Perton
Text: Marie-Pierre Duhamel-Muller

This is the book of the film due to be released in France in June 2010. The farmer of
a Burgundy farm has been hospitalised and the animals are left to their own devices.
Gradually, through their need to eat, their wild instincts return to the surface.

18 x 18 cm• 128 pages • 15 ¤

PUZZLE BOOKS
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MATHILDE AND THE PIECES OF PAPER
Author: Béatrice Fontanel
Illustrator: Marc Boutavant

Mathilde’s favourite game is playing with paper, folding and unfolding, snipping
and sticking, doilies and paper chains, shiny paper and card! There were no
bounds to her fun and what she made was delightful. But clipping and snipping
all day long, there were little bits of paper everywhere, and one day her parents
got angry with her. It was time to patch things up! 

THE BOAT THAT WALKED ON LAND AND WATER
Author: Alain Le Goff
Illustrator: Rémi Saillard

The news had spread across the Breton moors like wildfire: the king of England
would offer his daughter in marriage to the person capable of taking to London
a boat that would work on land and water. Yann was a poor boy to whom the
king’s daughter was but a faraway dream. One fine morning, though, he woke to
find a magnificent three-master waiting for him in the clearing behind his house.
Bon voyage, cap’n Yann! 

NOVELS
JUNIOR NOVELS 
8 years + • 12.3 x 18 cm • 96 pages • ¤7NOVELS FOR BEGINNING READERS

6 years + • 12.3 x 18 cm • 40 pages •  ¤7.50

THE PRINCESS WHO DIDN’T LIKE PRINCES
Author: Alice Brière-Haquet
Illustrator: Lionel Larchevêque

The princess had just managed to whip up the perfect mayonnaise, so her fa-
ther, the king, decided it was time for her to get married. He called in all the
princes from the near vicinity, then all the princes from further away, and finally
all princes from the whole world over, who one-by-one, queued up to ask for the
princess’s hand in wedlock. But all in vain. “No thank you very much”, she said,
as suitor after suitor didn’t suit her! But miracles can happen and one day, the
most delightful fairy appears. When the princess set her eyes upon her, she went
crimson, then deathly white. At last, she had found her: the love of her life! 

CHICKEN AND CAKES
Author: Carine Tardieu
Illustrator: Agnès Maupré

All around Nathan, his adult world is falling apart. His grandfather is dead, his grand-
mother feels too old to take care of their vast chicken farm, huge hangars holding
thousands of chickens – an unusual inheritance for a boy. Something else is trou-
bling Nathan – his origins. Nathan cannot deny that he is a Jew, even in a secular fa-
mily – no Christmas, no Shabbat or Kippur either – but strangely, being a member of
the “chosen people” feels like a huge burden to him. As though he has something to
live up to. But what? Questions fly round Nathan’s head; there are days when he’d love
to be a goy. A novel that takes a slanting humorous glance at the issue of origins. 

BAO AND THE JADE DRAGON
Author: Pascal Vatinel
Illustrator: Peggy Adam

Spring Flower loves the legends that her grandfather tells her as they wander around
Beijing. Around the young girl’s neck is a pendant which inspires the old man to tell
the story of Bao a young boy from the Yulong region. Once upon a time, the small vil-
lage was famous throughout the whole of China for the jade deposits, the source of
its prosperity. Their fine life might have continued if misfortune hadn’t struck: a huge
dragon came to live in a cave in the mountain. Its food? Nice bright green, crunchy
jade! Might the Earth have taking revenge for their greed? By devouring the earth’s
jade, have they not stirred up its wrath within its depths, there where dragons lie? The
young and courageous Bao makes his mind up to confront the dragon. But what Bao
discovers is not a ferocious creature but the deception of a pauper. A story that com-
bines adventure and suspense with panache and a distinctly impish, oriental wis-
dom.

ACTES SUD JUNIOR

Bao 
et le dragon 
de jade

PASCAL VATINEL

ILLUSTRÉ PAR
PEGGY ADAM
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Bao et le dragon de jade

Alors qu’il approchait de la tanière
du monstre, Bao marqua une pause.
La bête était là, signalant sa présence

par de gros rugissements
et des jets de flamme et de fumée.

Bao, pour se rassurer,
serrait très fort son épée contre lui.
De toute façon, il était bien décidé
à en finir avec ce féroce dragon…

7€ TTC France
ISBN : 978-2-7427-8944-3

www.actes-sud-junior.fr 9:HSMHOC=\]^YYX:

A HEART-SEED
Author: Gilles Abier
Illustrator: Benjamin Adam

Waking up to piles and piles of presents on his birthday is par for the course for Igor.
But when he hurries down to open them: “Oh no!” They’ve all disappeared. His grand-
father has confiscated them and in exchange gives him a seed. If Igor takes care of
the seed, so that it grows into a flower, before producing fruit, only then can he re-
trieve them. The boy plants the seed, but nothing happens. How is he going to get his
gifts back? His sister Elena maybe has the answer: “You know, Igor, it is possible that
your seed isn’t growing because you’re naughty!” A subtle, humorous tale of perso-
nalities with an underlying ecological message!
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TEEN NOVELS “A SINGLE VOICE”
14 years + • 11 x 17.6. cm • 48-80 pages • ¤7.80

MAXIMUM SENTENCE
Author: Anne Vantal

At the crown court, the trial of a robbery that went horribly wrong is in process.
The thieves ended up kidnapping a baby. In the dock, there is Kolia, the brains be-
hind the catastrophe, a young man with no previous crime record: alongside him
is his sister Lena, whom he dragged into the affair, and who has not been on re-
mand, while in the courtroom is the sixteen-year-old Anna, the youngest sister
who is only too aware that her own future is in the process of being decided. Also
present are the judge and assessors, the traumatised parents of the kidnapped
baby, the witnesses, experts, prosecutor and defence attorneys. In addition, of
course, there is the jury – Jérôme, Karine, and Louis among others – who thought
they were simply fulfilling their duty as citizens but never thought they would ex-
perience something so unique and distressing. In her tense, gripping tale, Anne
Vantal scrupulously recreates the trial, giving a voice to all involved. She leaves
it up to readers to form their own “personal convictions”, because justice asks
questions of humanity and concerns us all, old and young alike.

13 years + • 13.5 x 21.5 cm • 320 pages • ¤13.50

BLOG
Author: Jean-Philippe Blondel

When the narrator discovers that his father has been spying on his blog, he feels
betrayed, as though he has been “virtually abused”. Outraged, he decides to
stop talking to him. To make amends, the father gives his son an old dusty box
full of photos, letters and diaries from his own adolescence. 
The boy is suddenly immersed in a different age – the 1980s, the age of free radio
and a Socialist government in France. The diaries suddenly transform the boy’s
father into a fictional character for him, one who experiences his first loves and
learns to be an adult. The diary comes to an abrupt end in July 1982. “Why?” the
boy wonders. He is intrigued by someone he has read about, someone who is only
a secondary character, a background figure, a first name. It turns out that be-
hind this name lurks a tragic secret: the character is his own uncle, his father’s
brother, who died in a car accident. A generous novel about intimate thoughts,
secrecy and filiation, where revelation leads to reconciliation.

13 years + • 13.5 x 21.5 cm • 120 pages • ¤ 10 

MY FIRST TIME
Author: Boris Le Roy

A schoolboy experiences his first sexual relationship with an American student in his
older brother’s flat. With all the application and awkwardness of a novice, he endea-
vours to turn his first time into something other than the forgettable disaster that it was.
In order to become a man, he tells himself, it is important to confront the world with an
illusion of being suitably armed. However, the world’s wrath makes its own sudden in-
trusion into the lover’s room, when the television suddenly announces that the Ameri-
can army has just invaded Iraq. In the young man’s mind it is as though two films are
being played consecutively, blurring his sensations. Boris Le Roy relates a teenager’s
first sexual encounter from the boy’s point of view, with great humour and precision of
perspective.

I WON’T BE A WOMAN WHO CRIES
Author: Anca Visdéi

What teenager has never daydreamed, even for an instant, about receiving news of the
death of their parents? At the age of eighteen, Marianne becomes an orphan after her
parents are killed in a car accident. She had believed she hated them, but actually she
loved them, and lived life waiting for them to notice. Now Marianne is faced with living
and continuing to live, but how? She seeks solace in the arms of the family doctor, her
childhood hero, her very own Doctor House. She refuses to be a woman who cries, not
like her mother, a betrayed and bitter wife. She talks of boys, real pains in the neck, in-
veterate womanisers, with “single-track” minds, who can also be “adorable”. Her mind
is made up: her young women’s dreams will come true.

YOUR BREASTS ARE DROOPY!
Author: Susie Morgenstern

“Your breasts are droopy!” says the 13-year-old Iona to her grandmother, who is sha-
ring Yona’s bedroom during the family holiday in Corsica. Unfortunately these are prac-
tically the only words the grandmother manages to prise from Youna, who spends her
time parading her own budding breasts in a bikini, her attention perpetually absorbed
by her mobile phone. The arrogance of youth meets the inquisitiveness and frailness of
old age and each is an enigma to the other. Whatever will Youna retain from her youth?
What kind of adult will she become? How can I talk to her? The grandmother’s mono-
logue offers a shrewd, invigorating and humorous vision of incommunicability, as well
as of the strength of relationships between generations.

13



THE REMARKABLE BESTIARY
Author: Michèle Mira Pons
Illustrator: Marion Montaigne
Photos: Biosphoto

Animals are capable of extraordinary performances. In the way it
manages to control water flow, the beaver, for example, is an ac-
complished engineer. Chimpanzees, meanwhile, astonishingly are
herbalists capable of selecting plants to treat diarrhoea and sto-
mach ache. Animal abilities and characteristics are the subject of
extensive research because they offer applications for medicine and
industry. Some frogs contain molecules which could potentially be
used in highly effective medicines. There are also plans to use
wasps, with an incredible gift of smell, to replace detection dogs.
This extensively illustrated book contains true and fascinating sto-
ries about the animals and insects around us.

8 years + • 22 x 25 cm • 120 pages • ¤15 

SMALL AND TALL TALES OF EXTINCT ANIMALS
Author: Damien Laverdunt 
Illustrator: Hélène Rajcak

From the Pennsylvanian bison to the dwarf hippo-
potamus of Madagascar, from the dodo to the
woolly mammoth, this book provides portraits of
27 extraordinary species that have all become ex-
tinct in the near and distant past, often by the
fault of man. Each species has its own special
story to tell, sometimes permeated with a sense
of legend. The tales are recounted as strip car-
toons, with naturalist illustrations on the right
hand page, accompanied by scientific informa-
tion about the defunct animal.

6 years + •  25 x 32 cm  •  72 pages (approx.) •  
hardback 

NON FICTION

14 15

“THOSE WHO SAID NO”
Softcover • 11 x 17.6 cm • 96 pages • 7.80 ¤ • age 12+

FEDERICO GARCIA LORCA: “NON AU FRANQUISME”
Author: Bruno Doucey

Granada in 1936: the republican poet Federico Garcia Lorca is arrested
by the Falangists of the National Guard then shot. This is an account of
his last days alive in civil war-torn Spain, recounted by a young Falan-
gist on the nationalist side. 

MORDECHAÏ ANIELEVITCH: NO TO DESPAIR 
Author: Rachel Hausfater

The despair in question here is that of the inhabitants of the Warsaw
ghetto exterminated day-after-day by the Nazis. In 1943, a group of
inhabitants, with Mordechaï Anielevitch at their head, decided to hold
out until death, before the total destruction of the ghetto.

GABRIEL MOUESCA: ‘NO TO PRISON VIOLENCE’
Author: Caroline Glorion

In 1984, Gabriel Mouesca, a young Basque militant, was arrested and impri-
soned for his participation in attacks by the Iparretarrak movement. During
his imprisonment he came across the distress of those prisoners without pri-
vileges and spent his time and energy struggling against the conditions of
confinement in French prisons, where overpopulation, promiscuity, violence
and victimisation are rife. On his release, he became an official representa-
tive of the Red Cross, and, until 2009, held the position of chair with the In-
ternational Prison Observatory. 

LOUISE MICHEL: ‘NO TO EXPLOITATION’
Author: Gérard Dhôtel

Louise Michel was a prominent figure in the Paris Commune, and fought
for the rights of the exploited – workers, women, colonised peoples, etc.
She devoted her life to speaking out and protesting against injustice.
Louise was a fervent anarchist who was in the forefront of some of the
major struggles of the 19th century. She was imprisoned several times
and deported to New Caledonia, where she became involved with the
Kanak independence movement. Here we discover her, in the dock or at
meetings, through the admiring gaze of the journalist Eugène Berton,
who followed her throughout her career. 
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Author: Olivier Larizza
Illustrator: Nikol

To us he is an artist, a genius, a jack-of-all-trades, and a mad scientist. Before
the myth came the little boy, a somewhat solitary figure, neglected by his father
and terribly curious of the world around him. He was also a weathercock,
constantly starting projects but never finishing them. When at the age of 13, he
left the village of Vinci for Florence, destiny took over. As a painter he longed to
sound out the secrets of nature. He travelled the length and breadth of Renais-
sance Italy, in the service of its princes, in the pursuit of his quest, that of the im-
possible. A biography that reads like a novel and that raises the veil on the life
of this mysterious, yet touching, and humorous figure.

“WHO WERE YOU?”
History books for children who love stories. The lives of well known or totally unknown characters from history, both
good guys and bad guys, are related by writers of today. The stories reveal, above all, how these men and women, with

their qualities and flaws, are simply human. 

7 years + • 12.3 x 18 cm • 80-96pages • ¤7.80 

AGRIPPINA
Author: Audrey Guiller
Illustrator: Pénélope Paicheler

The great-granddaughter of Augustus, sister of Caligula, niece then wife of Clau-
dius, Agrippina came from a family of emperors, and was consequently convin-
ced that the gods had chosen her family to rule. But she had the misfortune of
being a woman so had no voice in the world of Roman politics. Her only solution
was to do all she could to place her own son Nero on the throne. Little did it
matter if the stars had said he would kill her. 

DE GAULLE
Author: Vincent Cuvellier
Illustrator: Jean-Christophe Mazurie

De Gaulle was once a child, like everyone. Then he grew up and became slightly
taller than most. Until he was fifty he was a military man, like any other. Then
in 1940, Germany invaded France and, on 18 June in London, he sat before a
radio microphone at the BBC in London, cleared his throat, carried out a voice
test, then began, “La France…” In seconds, the man who wasn’t even a fully
fledged general, who was only an undersecretary of state, became a key figure
of history in his own right. De Gaulle finally became De Gaulle.

newseries
MYTHS AND TALES OF VIETNAM
Author: Baptiste Condominas
Illustrator: Edwige de Lassus

Rain and natural elements, including sometimes violent climatic events, are
especially present in these tales of the daily life of the peasants of Vietnam.
The buffalo, an emblematic beast, features as a blundering fool of a god, the
apes represent the tight-fisted bourgeoisie, and the tiger, the lord of the ani-
mals, gets its stripes from the cunning of man. In the tales, the relationship
between man and beast is close and they are highly dependent on each other.  
A collection of wise tales, full of humour and infinite love.

“MYTHS AND TALES
FROM AROUND THE WORLD”

7 years + • 16.5 x 24.5 cm • 72 pages •  ¤13.80

PHOTOGRAPHY, STEP-BY-STEP
Author: Laura Berg
Illustrator: Vincent Bergier

Throughout time, men have tried to recreate reality through images.
But it wasn’t until 1826, when Nicéphore Niepce discovered the first
process for fixing images, that we were able to create faithful repro-
ductions. Since photography has been a key feature of all events, minor
and major, capturing important historical moments and recounting
the news. Photography today is everywhere, bolstered by technical de-
velopments and the digital revolution. It is also an art that translates
photographers’ own unique visions of the world around them. This work
explains notions of framing, as well as how to develop a film and build
a pinhole camera.

BIODIVERSITY STEP-BY-STEP
Author: Catherine Stern
Illustrator: Ben Lebègue

For more than 4 billion years, living matter has developed from simple
molecules into increasingly diverse forms. This biodiversity is increa-
singly threatened by global warming and the proliferation of intrusive
species. This work looks at those species threatened with extinction
and the actions undertaken to fight against these threats.

“STEP-BY-STEP”
8 years + • 16.5 x 24.5 cm • 72/80 pages • ¤12
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AFRICAN FOOTBALL
Authors: Joachim Barbier
and Antoine Derouet

Since the early days of the colonial era, football has played a key role in the
history of Africa as a way to pass on values to future generations and as a tool
for independence movements; today it is still at the heart of many political
struggles. It is the symbol of the power of a nation over the international scene,
but also a driving force of nations, serving every cause, decked in every virtue.
The World Cup is to be held for the first time in Africa in 2010, which offers the
chance to look at African football in all its forms. This work offers insight into
the daily reality of football in Africa and invites us to discover the human, so-
cial, economic and political dimensions of a sport, the importance of which
extends far beyond its mere competitions.

“THE MEANING OF SPORT”
15 years + • 11 x 17.6. cm • 88-96 pages • ¤8 

ALTERNATIVE SPORTS, SPORTS TODAY
Author: Eric Serres

For over twenty years, a number of new sporting activities have emerged, in the
field of winter sports, for example. These sports are termed “alternative” be-
cause they reject the results-driven culture based on discipline and obedience
to rules. Their goal instead is pleasure and they reach beyond the boundaries
of sport to embody an art of living based on complicity with nature, health and
sharing. The success of these freestyle disciplines has led sporting institutions
to attempt to re-appropriate them and impose standards. However the philo-
sophy of these sports - based on pleasure, accessibility to all, independence
and autonomy - are often incompatible with the regulations of competition
sports at a high professional level. 
This work introduces us to these new sports, the fame of which has spread throu-
ghout the world through dramatic videos and photography, such as speedri-
ding and parkour, as well as the people who do them and their philosophies.

GUIDE BOOKS

PARIS-SUBURBS
Authors: Thierry Lefevre and Claude Combet
Illustrator: Magali Le Huche

After Drôles de Balades dans Paris through Paris’s more unusual haunts, Claude Com-
bet and Thierry Lefèvre step outside the city ring road to explore the landscapes of its
suburbs. From a hip-hop tour of Bagnolet, to the twilight Bella tour in Levallois, via the
Saint-Ouen flee market, the Mac Val in Vitry, the skyscrapers of La Défense and the
perspective from the main road running through Cergy-Pontoise, these new tours will
introduce young and old alike to the rich natural, cultural and industrial heritage of
Paris’s suburbs. A guide that is sure to take you off the beaten track. 

8 years + • 22 x 25 cm • 120 pages • ¤15 

OBJECTIVE QUAI BRANLY
Co-publication with the Musée des Arts Premiers
Authors: Christiane Lavacquerie-Klein and Laurence Paix-Rusterholz

The work provides families with guided tours of the Musée Branly, based on themes –
Oceania, the Americas, etc – and introducing visitors to the cultural wealth of the mu-
seum’s collections of primitive arts. The guide also discusses the different professions
involved in running the museum.

8 years + • 13.5 x 21.5 cm • 96 pages • ¤15 
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